
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

PAPER 2 – GRADE 8 

TERM 2 – 2013 - TOTAL:40 

TIME: 1 HOUR 

 

INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION 

1 Answer all the questions. 

2 Start the questions of each SECTION on a new page. 

 

SECTION A - POETRY 

QUESTION 1 

Read the following two poems and answer the questions that follow: 

 

The Shark  by Lord Alfred Douglas 

A treacherous monster is the shark, 

He never makes the least remark… 

 

He watches you take off your clothes, 

And not the least excitement shows. 

 

His eyes do not grow bright or roll, 

He has astounding self-control. 

 

He waits till you are quite undressed, 

And seems to take no interest. 

 

And when towards the sea you leap, 

He looks as if he were asleep. 

 

But when you once get in his range, 

His whole demeanour seems to change. 

 

He throws his body right about 

And his true character comes out… 

 

After this warning you will wish 

To keep clear of this treacherous fish. 

 

His back is black, his stomach white, 

He has a very dangerous bite. 

 

QUESTIONS 

1.1 Write down the meanings of the following words from the poem: 



a. Treacherous 

(1) 

b. Remark 

(1) 

c. Astounding 

(1) 

d. Demeanour 

(1) 

1.2 When does the shark notice you the first time? 

(1) 

1.3 How do you know the shark shows no sign of noticing you? 

(1) 

1.4 Is the swimmer aware of the shark? Give a reason for your answer. 

(1) 

1.5 What happens to the shark when you swim close to it? 

(1) 

1.6 The ellipses is used twice in this poem. Give a reason for each time it is used. 

(2) 

1.7 What is the rhyming pattern of this poem? 

(1) 

1.8 Write down an example of alliteration from the poem. 

(1) 

[12] 

The Snake by Ian Mudie 

Suddenly the grass before my feet 

 shakes and becomes alive. 

The snake 

twists, almost leaps, 

graceful even in terror, 

smoothness looping over smoothness 

monster person 

slithers away, disappears. 

- And surely, by whatever means of communication 

 is available to snakes, 

the word is passed: 

Hey, I just met a man, a monster, too; 

Must have been, oh, seven feet tall. 

So keep away from the long grass, 

It’s dangerous there. 

 

1.9 What figure of speech is used in line 1? Give a reason for your answer. 

(2) 

1.10 Who frightened who? Give a reason for your answer. 



(2) 

1.11 Write down two words that describe the movement of the snake. 

(2) 

1.12 What is meant by the words “monster person”? 

(1) 

1.13 What message does the snake give to other snakes? 

(1) 

[20] 

QUESTION 2 –Katy of Sky Road 

Read the following chart about the last chapters of Katy of Sky Road and answer the questions 

that follow: 

 

2.1 Who locked Katy up in the factory? 

(1) 

2.2 What did the person in (2.1) want from Katy? 

(1) 

2.3 What was the factory used for where Katy was locked up? 

(1) 

2.4 What almost happened to Katy when she scaled the wire fence? 

(1) 

2.5 What did Katy want to do with the cell phone she borrowed from the men? 

(1) 

2.6 What response did she get when she phoned home? 

(1) 

2.7 Who came to pick Katy up? 

(1) 

2.8 Explain briefly how Katy knows Ricardo? 

Katy is locked 
up in factory

Escapes through 
bathroom 
window

Scales the wire 
fence

Meets group of 
men who lends 

her their 
cellphone

Katy calls 
RicardoRicardo 

picks her up
Katy is taken 

home, Hector
meets Ricardo 

and Brenda
Katy talks to 

the policeKaty goes 
back to 
school

Hector and 
Brenda like 
each other

Katy and 
Ricardo win the 

competition

Ricardo 
goes to 
America

Katy will 
finish school



(3) 

2.9 Who is Brenda? 

(1) 

2.10 Why might Hector not be happy with Katy being in Ricardo’s presence? 

(1) 

2.11 Why would Hector be very disappointed in the actions of the person you mentioned in 

question 2.1? Give two reasons. 

(2) 

2.12 Mention three things that Katy would have told the police. 

(3) 

2.13 What happened to Hector’s first wife? 

(3) 

[20] 

Grand Total: 40 


